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Prelude
Centering 1 Corinthians 1:18

“Oftentimes, when making a dessert, you'll find a
pinch of salt brings out the sweetness in the dish far
more than extra sugar. It sounds counterintuitive but
it is a fact, and one I've thought about often. What's

true in the kitchen is often true more generally in
life.”

— Vicky Zimmerman, Miss Cecily's Recipes for
Exceptional Ladies

Welcome to First Christian
Call to Worship Psalm 112: 1-9

Praise the Lord!
Happy are those who fear the Lord,
who greatly delight in his commandments.

Their descendants will be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright will be blessed.

Wealth and riches are in their houses,
and their righteousness endures forever.

They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright;
they are gracious, merciful, and righteous.

It is well with those who deal generously and lend,
who conduct their affairs with justice.



For the righteous will never be moved;
they will be remembered forever.

They are not afraid of evil tidings;
their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord.

Their hearts are steady; they will not be afraid;
in the end they will look in triumph on their foes.

They have distributed freely; they have given to the
poor;

their righteousness endures forever;

their horn is exalted in honor.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray. Almighty God:

You see in us what we often times fail to see in
each other. You see who is struggling, you see what
we can do, you see how we can help, you see
where we are needed, you see when the time is
right for us, you see who has the gifts necessary for
holy moments. Thank you for being faithful to us
and for identifying the good in our neighbor. Help
us to grow in our abilities to see ourselves, and to
see each other, as blessings in this hurting world.
We pray this in a spirit of love. Amen.

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy
name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth



as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil, for thine is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.

Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall
be, world without end. Amen

Announcements
*Hymn: Gather Us In #284
Reading: 1 Corinthians 2: 1-12 Read by David Avery

New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition

When | came to you, brothers and sisters, | did not
come proclaiming the testimony of God to you with
superior speech or wisdom. For | decided to know
nothing among you except Jesus Christ and him
crucified. And | came to you in weakness and in fear
and in much trembling. My speech and my
proclamation were made not with persuasive words
of wisdom but with a demonstration of the Spirit and
of power, so that your faith might rest not on human
wisdom but on the power of God. Yet among the
mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a
wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who



are being destroyed. But we speak God’s wisdom, a
hidden mystery, which God decreed before the ages
for our glory and which none of the rulers of this age
understood, for if they had, they would not have
crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written,

“What no eye has seen, nor ear heard,
nor the human heart conceived,
what God has prepared for those who love him”—

God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the
Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God.
For what human knows what is truly human except
the human spirit that is within? So also no one
comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of
God. Now we have received not the spirit of the
world but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may
understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Special Music: We Are Called
Words and music by David Haas, arranged by Mark Hayes

Gospel: Matthew 5: 13-20
(New Revised Standard Version Updated Edition)

You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its
taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no
longer good for anything but is thrown out and
trampled under foot. You are the light of the world. A
city built on a hill cannot be hid. People do not light a



lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they
put it on the lamp stand, and it gives light to all in the
house. In the same way, let your light shine before
others, so that they may see your good works and
give glory to your Father in heaven. Do not think that
| have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; |
have come not to abolish but to fulfill. For truly | tell
you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one
letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the
law until all is accomplished. Therefore, whoever
breaks[b] one of the least of these commandments
and teaches others to do the same will be called least
in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them
and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom
of heaven. For | tell you, unless your righteousness
exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will
never enter the kingdom of heaven.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

*Hymn: O For a Thousand Tongues Insert

Celebrations & Concerns
Pastoral Prayer

Offering



*Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God all creatures here below.
Praise God above ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

*Hymn: This Little light of Mine

This little light of mine, I’'m gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine, I’'m gonna let it shine.
This little light of mine, I’'m gonna let it shine,
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Everywhere | go, I’'m gonna let it shine ...

Jesus gave it to me, I'm gonna let it shine ...
Benediction Traditional Irish Blessing
May the road rise to meet you. May the wind be at

your back.

May the sun shine warm upon your face.

May the rains fall softly on your fields, and until we
meet again,

May you keep safe in the gentle, loving arms of God.

Postlude

*Please stand, as you are able.



Visitors

We welcome your presence with us for worship this
morning. Please sign the guestbook at the back of the
church, and join us for coffee after the service in the
Davidson Room.

Pastoral Visits

Should you want a pastoral visit or communion, please
speak to Pastor Knute or one of the deacons. Also, if you
notice that someone hasn’t been in church for several
weeks, please mention it to a deacon or the Pastor.

Deacons

Ed Barosky, Judy Blake, Ellie Bossdorf, Carol Mclntire,
Jim Osborne, Dianne Park, Marty Perreault,
David Wilcox, Libby Wilcox

Today in Church

Head Usher: Mark McKinley
Coffee Hour: Super Bowl Brunch
Flowers: Tricia Goos: In Memory of Harold J. Lynch

This Week in Church

Tuesday Choir Rehearsal 7 PM
Wednesday Ladies Guild 8:30AM-1PM
Saturday Food Pantry 10 AM - Noon
Sunday Choir Rehearsal 9 AM

Sunday Worship Service 10 AM



Prayer List

Todd Baker

Ellie Bossdorf

Nancy Bossi

John Bourque

Sandy Boyle

Susan Brown

Family of Dorothy Brooks
Isaac Buswell

Cecilia Costa

Family of Bill Elliott
Anna Hlushuk

Family of Matt Howe
Alex Klotz

Pam Keith

Grace Kull

Jennifer Locker

Family of Dot Marshall
Bill Mcintire

Matthew Meserve

John Moceri

Gale Morris

Kelley O'Connell

Barb, Rick & Ed Pelton
Mark Perreault

Bob Phinney

Alan Scales

Dan Spear

Family of Tom Spear
Ellie Stokes

Jim Tracey

Robin Tyner

Family of Barbara Veglia
Barbara Veglia
Wheaton Family
Grandville Wilkins

Family of Mary Bidgood Wilson

Marjorie Works

Our country’s military personnel and their families, first
responders and all those who serve the public good

To ensure your prayer request is added to the list, please
write down the information and place it in the offering
plate or on the administrative assistant's desk. Also,
please let us know if you wish to have a name removed
from the list.



Ash Wednesday

Our Ash Wednesday experience will be a bit different
than has been in recent years. For those are able to
participate, we will gather in the worship space
beginning at 1:30 PM. As a way of reflecting the
following weeks during Lent -- when we'll be enjoying
"Lenten llluminations" -- our time on Ash Wednesday
will be looking at a biblical text, singing a hymn, sharing
a prayer, having a time of community conversation
about the value/challenges related to the church
participating in gaming income for charities and end
with an imposition of ashes. Our time together will be as
follows:

Gathering Prayer & Song
Text
Conversation, Sharing, and Learning
Imposition of Ashes
Closing Song

All are welcome to participate in our time of goodness,
hope, and connection.




Parking

Please do not park in the Freedom Village Store's
parking lot/driveway. It can be challenging to locate a
parking space on a busy Sunday. For the sake of the
Store's success, we need to leave that area open for
their customers. Thank you for helping to ensure the
Church is a good neighbor to the Store!

Super Bowl Day of Caring —TODAY!

We will have a special brunch following worship today,
during which we will honor the work of the Freedom
Food Pantry. All of us will enjoy a fantastic brunch and
celebrate a 5-Week experience when we think about
hunger and in a fun, small way respond to need.

Food Pantry
Food Donation for February: Anything! The Food Pantry
requests that donated food is not out of date and there

are no open containers.

The Food Pantry is in need of clean plastic grocery bags
and clean cardboard egg cartons.



Church Contact Information

Knute Ogren, Pastor, 860-573-6783
knuteogren@roadrunner.com,
Carolyn Olzerowicz, Music Director, 603-569-5711,
colzerowicz@gmail.com
Evelyn Lamprey, Administrative Assistant,
603-539-6484, fccf1858@gmail.com
Office Hours: Wed 9 am —1 pm, Thu9 am -1 pm
Office Number: 603-539-6484
Mailing Address: PO Box 502, 12 Elm Street, Freedom,
NH 03836-0502
Church email: fccf1858@gmail.com
Church website: firstchristianchurchoffreedom.org
Food Pantry
Vicki McVitty, Director, 603-539-2602
Doris Sirois, Co-Director, 603-539-1339
Dan Spear, Volunteer Coordinator, 603-539-1687

Read this Sunday's Bulletin online by scanning the QR
code below or by visiting
firstchristianchurchoffreedom.org.
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